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National Assembly of the Republic of Slovenia
Questions: 

1. Are there any regulations regarding parliamentary diplomacy (international parliamentary activities) in your country (internal acts, resolutions, declarations etc.);
2. What is the role of parliamentary diplomatic activities (international parliamentary activities);
3. How are the decisions about participation in international parliamentary activities made (e.g. what is the role of the Committee on Foreign Policy, Council of the President of the Parliament etc.);
4. Could you briefly describe the types of multilateral and bilateral activities and activities of different formal and informal actors in the field of parliamentary diplomacy (e.g. parliamentary friendship groups, GLOBE ...).
Model answer - Slovenia 

1. The Ordinance on the Establishment and tasks of National Assembly's working bodies establishes - among other working bodies - the Committee on Foreign Policy, which is the body responsible for the international activity of the National Assembly. The Ordinance defines the tasks and powers of the Committee on Foreign Policy.
The Rules of Procedure of the National Assembly regulate the organization and work of the National Assembly and include certain provisions on the international activity of the parliament. 

The Rules on the international activity of the National Assembly regulate the National Assembly's cooperation with representative bodies of other states, with international parliamentary institutions, international organizations and international bodies.
2. In Slovenian parliament the parliamentary diplomacy plays a role of a complementary tool in Slovenia's relations with the EU and its Member States, as well as with third countries. 

The National Assembly cooperates with representative bodies of other states, with international parliamentary institutions, and with international organizations and international bodies.
In particular, regarding matters of common interest the National Assembly harmonizes positions, organizes common activities and joint meetings of representatives, exchanges delegations, organizes study visits by experts, and exchanges documentary material and infor​mation.
The National Assembly also forms joint working bodies with representative bodies of other states and international institutions and organizations.
3. The Parliamentary Committee on Foreign Policy plays an important role regarding Parliament's decisions on foreign policy. In this way parliament supervises the planning and implementation of foreign affairs policy. The Committee on Foreign Policy discusses draft laws, other acts, and issues relating to foreign affairs, consular protection, international law and treaties, and other related issues dealt with by the competent ministry. 

Moreover, the Committee: 

· discusses issues pertaining to bilateral and multilateral parliamentary cooperation, 

· takes and provides positions on issues placed on the agenda of international parliamentary bodies, institutions, and organizations, and brings such issues to the attention of the President of the National Assembly and the chairmen of the working bodies, 

· approves motions to conclude treaties which are within the exclusive competence of the Republic of Slovenia and, in the event of new elements arising in negotiations, also the new positions for the work of negotiating delegations, 

· discusses proposals to open or close diplomatic missions of the Republic of Slovenia abroad and to appoint the heads of diplomatic missions, 

· draws up proposals for the Council of the President of the National Assembly regarding the composition of National Assembly delegations in international parliamentary institutions and international organizations and bodies, 

· directs the international activities of the National Assembly in accordance with the relevant Rules.
The composition of delegations to international parliamentary institutions, international organizations, and international bodies is determined by the Council of the President of the National Assembly on the proposal of the working body responsible for international relations or, in the case of international cooperation within the framework of the European Union, on the proposal of the working body responsible for this area.
In determining the composition of the delegations referred to in the preceding paragraph, the representation of deputy groups in the National Assembly is taken into appropriate consideration.
Another relevant actor in the field of parliamentary diplomacy in Slovenia is the Committee on EU Affairs. It (among other things) cooperates with EU institutions and bodies as well as with the EU affairs committees of other national parliaments and it cooperates with National Assembly working bodies in relation to EU affairs which pertain to their scope of work.
4. Parliamentary diplomacy activities in our Parliament are carried out through permanent representations to international organizations (Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe,  NATO Parliamentary Assembly, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, CEI Parliamentary Dimension, European Security and Defense Assembly - Assembly of WEU, Parliamentary Assembly of Mediterranean States, Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly), within IPU, parliamentary friendship groups, GLOBE, bilateral visits of foreign representatives in Slovenia and visits of our MP's abroad, etc. 

***

We have addressed all the EU countries and received answers from 12 states till mid January, which are shown below. Subsequently we received additional 8 replies for which we are equally thankful. 

There are no normative acts in the Belgian Federal Parliament particularly regulating parliamentary diplomacy. It is seen as complementary to the Government's foreign policy, and activities of parliamentary delegations are planned with the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Decisions on international activities of the Parliament are mostly adopted by the Council of the President. They are active in permanent representations to the international parliamentary assemblies and fora, parliamentary unions, various conferences, interparliamentary projects etc.

At the Cypriot House of Representatives, there are no acts regulating parliamentary diplomacy. Its aim is the development of friendly relations, a solution to the Cyprus dispute and, of course, cooperation on issues of wider international and regional importance.  Seats that Cyprus has in various organisations are allocated to the parties on informal meetings between the President of the House of Representatives and Presidents of parliamentary parties. When seats are allocated to the parties, they appoint the deputies who represent the House of Representatives in international organisations. As regards the activities of the permanent committees, a delegation consisting of the Chair of the competent committee, or the Deputy Chair, and one representative of each party being represented in this committee is formed through (informal) cooperation between the International Relations Service and members of the competent committee after obtaining the official invitation. 

The Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic does not have internal rules regulating parliamentary diplomacy; however, the Rules of Procedure do relate to it. The Chamber of Deputies sees the importance of international activities particularly in the fact that the deputies can present a wide range of opinions as the opposition deputies may also participate. This provides for a greater flexibility, despite the fact that these activities are complementary to the Government's foreign policy. Both the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies have permanent delegations to the European Security and Defence Assembly, the Central European Initiative, the Interparliamentary Union, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. The Senate also participates in the work of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly. 37 friendship groups are at the Chamber of Deputies, the establishment of which is decided upon by the Chamber at the plenary session. 

International activities of the Danish Parliament (Folketing) are indirectly regulated by the Constitutional Act laying down the separation of powers between the King (the Government) and the Parliament. Formulation and implementation of the Danish foreign and security policy are in the domain of the Government. However, the Parliament is active through the work of committees and commissions, and appointment of delegations to various parliamentary assemblies (the Council of Europe, OSCE, IPU). There are no bilateral friendship groups. 

The Estonian Foreign Relations Act defines the competence of the Parliament (Riigikogu) and its Foreign Affairs Committee. The Committee discusses relations with other countries and international organisations, and maintains contacts with the committees from other countries. Semi-annual meetings of the heads of the foreign affairs committees of the Baltic and Nordic Parliaments have become a traditional form of cooperation. The Committee drafts decisions on the establishment of parliamentary delegations and coordinates their work. Around 60 friendship groups established on the proposal of the deputies operate at the Riigikogu. There are also six parliamentary delegations (the Council of Europe, the IPU, the European Security and Defence Assembly, OSCE, NATO and the Baltic Assembly).  

In Lithuania, the term "parliamentary diplomacy" is not regulated by the law. The list of permanent committees and their activities is defined by the Rules of Procedure of the Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania (Seimas) laying down the tasks of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. In accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, basic issues relating to the conduct of foreign policy are decided upon by the President of the Republic together with the Government. The role of the Seimas is complementary, in particular through enabling a possibility to discuss foreign policy matters, through presenting the legislating in international parliamentary bodies, maintaining friendly external relations, monitoring the Government's activities etc. Decisions on participation in international activities, and methods for choosing delegations and representatives depend on the form of cooperation. At the moment, the Seimas has 11 permanent delegations to the interparliamentary assemblies and 48 groups for bilateral relations with individual countries. Representatives of the Seimas also participate in international parliamentary activities organised by the European Parliament and the Parliament of the Member State holding the Presidency of the Council of the European Union.

Important international activities of the Dutch Senate are: participation in the international assemblies and meetings, receptions of foreign statesmen and delegations, official visits abroad and technical assistance.  Although it is agreed that participation in international activities represents an integral part of the parliament's work and that parliamentary diplomacy deserves its recognition that it forms an important part of the external action of the Netherlands, the Senate, however, relates its further development with rationalisation. It is, therefore, desired that the number of international (parliamentary) fora stops increasing; in addition, new structured bilateral friendship groups are not established and the position that bilateral meetings be carried out within multilateral international meetings is being advocated. In cooperation with the EU, to which a large part of activities is related, the use of modern communication channels (such as IPEX) and videoconferences is also advocated. As regards the individual types of activities, two additional rules were adopted ensuring efficiency of international activities (thorough preparation of material, subsequent notification of the conclusion of meetings to the committees), and informing the public via the internet and with a short report of the planned visit. Decisions on visits abroad are taken on the basis of numerous criteria, including the principle that only two visits of mixed delegations abroad are allowed during each parliamentary session. 

In Poland, both chambers of the Parliament have a committee responsible for foreign affairs whose work is regulated by the Rules of Procedure. Parliamentary diplomacy plays a complementary role in relation to the EU, its Member States and the third countries. The Parliament also plays an active role in regional initiatives within the EU. The Senate Marshal decides on the participation of the committees' chairpersons, the chairpersons of the joint committees and bilateral groups. Deputies' clubs decide on the composition of permanent delegations to international parliamentary institutions, international organisations and bodies. Activities are performed through permanent delegations to international organisations (the Council of Europe, NATO, OSCE, the Eastern Partnership etc.), through regional cooperation (the Visegrad Group) and various friendship groups. 

International activity of the Slovenian National Assembly is regulated by the Rules of Procedure, the Ordinance on the Establishment and Tasks of the National Assembly's Working Bodies and particularly by the Rules on International Activities. Taking into account the work programme of the National Assembly, the Council of the President of the National Assembly adopts the programme of international activity for the following year at the end of each year. It is prepared by the Committee on Foreign Policy and includes the planned activities of the President, the working bodies and parliamentary friendship groups. The composition of delegations to international parliamentary institutions and international bodies is determined by the Council on the proposal of Committee on Foreign Policy. The representation of deputy groups in the National Assembly is taken into consideration. 

The National Assembly's deputies participate in eight interparliamentary assemblies through delegations, as well as in 47 parliamentary friendship groups. 

The Spanish Lower House does not have special rules on parliamentary diplomacy, only internal guidelines are adopted at the beginning of each mandate. Activities are carried out in close cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. Decisions on activities are made by the Bureau of the House, whereas expert tasks are performed by the Directorate for International Affairs. As regards multilateral activities, official visits of the Speaker or members of the Bureau of the House and delegations to international parliamentary assemblies (the Council of Europe, NATO etc.), as well as visits of the committees within activities related to the EU, are also important. Bilateral activities are carried out at the meetings between Parliaments, friendship groups and meetings between members of the committees with the aim to solve various issues of common interest.

International activities of the Swedish Parliament (Riksdag) are regulated by the Constitution particularly as regards the competence to enter into international treaties. An active involvement of the Parliament in foreign policy is granted by the Constitution through the functioning of the Advisory Council on Foreign Affairs. It is composed of the Speaker of the Riksdag and 18 deputies, and chaired by the King. The Government must inform the Council on the important foreign affairs and carry out the prior consultation with it.
The Council of the Speaker decides on important international parliamentary affairs. The deputies participate in numerous friendship groups, networks, associations and other organisations for international cooperation. They are also active in the field of human rights and democratisation. 

The Parliament of the United Kingdom participates in numerous international activities, thus complementing the Government's diplomatic relations. The Speaker alone decides on his/her participation in international events. Deputy groups are represented in delegations to parliamentary assemblies in accordance with the number of seats. The final composition is announced at the Parliament with the written Government's decision. The Executive Committee of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association of the United Kingdom and that of the British Group of the IPU decide on the composition of delegations at plenary sessions and other events (for example, sessions of the World Trade Organization). Usually, they search for volunteers who are officially confirmed by the Speaker. However, the Foreign Affairs Committee responsible for monitoring the operation of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not play any major role as regards the activities of parliamentary diplomacy. The Parliament's representatives participate in numerous conferences of international bodies. There also exist various forms of bilateral cooperation, including friendship groups. 

In the German Bundesrat, there are no special provisions regulating parliamentary diplomacy. It participates in numerous interparliamentary bodies and conferences strengthening the relations between parliaments and promoting bicameralism. Selection of participants for meetings and conferences is made in cooperation with the competent committee and according to the requirements of the meeting or invitation. The Bundesrat takes part in activities within the EU bodies, COSAC, in conferences of the Presidents of Parliaments, the Association of European Senates, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments. Also two friendship groups were established, namely the Franco-German Friendship Group and the German-Russian Friendship Group. In addition, the Bundesrat participates in meetings organised by the Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption and the European Parliamentary Conference on Information Technology and Communication. 

Ljubljana, 3 March 2011
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